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SCOTLAND. 
DUNDEE. 

By  Con»$aI  H.  Abert  Joiinson. 

The  Dundee  consular  district,  one  of  the  largest  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  includes  Avithin  its  borders  some  of  the  most  important 
centers  of  industrial  activity  in  Great  Britain.  The  district  em- 
braces the  greater  part  of  northern  Scotland,  comprising  the  counties 
of  Perth,  Forfar,  Aberdeen,  Banff,  Elgin,  Nairn,  Sutherland,  and 
Caithness,  and  the  outlying  Orkney  and  Shetland  Islands.  Many 
sections  of  this  region,  while  contributing  in  a  large  measure  to  the 
manufacturing  industries  of  the  country,  also  constitute  important 
factors  in  the  agricultural  and  fishing  activities  of  the  nation. 

While  in  some  cases  the  urgent  need  of  products  indispensable  to 
the  carrying  on  of  military  operations  has  proved  a  stimulus  to  in- 
creased activity,  the  war  has  in  other  cases  caused  almost  complete 
cessation  of  some  industries  that  were  in  a  flourishing  state  in  pre- 
war days.  In  reviewing  the  conditions  prevailing  in  the  jute  in- 
dustry— by  far  the  most  important  among  the  textile  industries  of 
the  district — it  is  claimed  that  although  periods  of  uncertainty  were 
of  frequent  recurrence,  1917  was  the  record  year  in  the  history  of  tlie 
trade. 
Conditions  in  the  Yarn  and  Jute  Markets. 

The  prices  of  raw  material  were  not  a  source  of  any  special 
anxiety,  rates  being  fixed  by  the  Government,  while  fluctuations 
were  of  little  import.  Yarn  at  no  time  reached  the  buoyancy  at- 
tained by  cloth.  The  advance  in  the  price  of  yarn  during  the 
greater  part  of  the  year  was  extremely  slow  in  contrast  Avith  that  of 
cloth,  and  buyers  were  enabled  to  purchase  at  their  leisure.  Conse- 
quently, although  the  position  had  greatly  improved  when  maximnm 
prices  for  home-trade  orders  were  requested,  cloth  still  retained  the 
leading  position  in  working  results. 

The  year  was  not  a  prosperous  one  for  the  jute  spinners,  as  they 
were  seriously  handicapped  by  the  failure  of  yarn  prices  to  keep 
pace  Avith  the  greatly  enhanced  cost  of  raAV  material  that  began  dur- 
ing the  latter  half  of  the  year  1916.  Had  it  not  been  for  previous 
])urchases  of  raAV  material,  the  spinners'  position  during  the  early 
months  of  the  year  would  have  been  far  more  discouraging.  It 
was  not  until  the  latter  half  of  the  year  that  any  favorable  symptoms 
were  recorded  so  far  as  hessian  yarns  were  concerned,  and  it  was  in 
October  only  that  they  reached  a  state  of  buoyanc}^ 

The  lowest  price  reached  for  common  cops  during  the  year  Avas 
$0,91  and  the  highest  $1.G6.     In  the  early  months  of  the  war  the 
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l^rico  Avas  as  low  as  $0.3().  With  the  payment  of  $1.06  in  November 
the  climax  was  reached.  The  pace  had  indeed  become  too  fast  and 
-^it  was  not  a  surprise  when  the  trade  was  requested  to  establish  maxi- 
mmii  prices  for  all  home-trade  orders.  These  were  eventually  placed 
at  $1.41  for  cops  and  at  $1.40  for  medium  spools. 
Reduction  in  Importation  Causes  Uise  in  Prices. 

The  reduction  and  eventual  suspension  of  the  import^ition  of  small 
yarns  contributed  to  the  increase  of  price  records.  The  demand  for 
smaller  spins  and  twist  grew  until,  from  the  low  point  of  $0.97  for 
5-pound  warp  and  $0.91  for  i-pound  of  local  production  in  June, 
the  price  rose  in  November  to  $:2.12  and  $1.94.  respectively. 

The  following  table  gives  the  price  of  jute  yarns  throughout  the 
Tear : 


Months. 


S-pound 

Jf-pound 

common 

medium 

cops. 

spools. 

PtT  gpt/ndle. 

Per  xpyndie. 

SO.  93 

$0.97 

.■93 

.97 

.93 

.97 

.■93 

.97 

.95 

.99 

1.03 

1.05 

1.09 

1.13 

1.11 

1.15 

1,17 

1.21 

1.19 

1.23 

1.37 

1.39 

1.66 

1.70 

S-pound 

fine  Rio 

weft. 


8-poimd 
sacking 
chains. 


24-pouHd 

sacking 

wefl. 


4S-poiund 
rove  in 
chain. 


January. . . 
February . 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August — 
September 
October... 
November 
December. 


Per  spvndle 
$1.07 
1.07 
1.07 
1.07 
1.07 
1.09 
1.15  i 
1.17 
1.25 
1.35 
1.46 
1.78 


'pound. 
$0. 13i 
.121 
.12 
.121 
.12 
.  13;- 
.14 
.  14J 
.15 
.16 

•I'S 
.20 


Pfl'  pound. 
10. 09i 
.094 
.09i 
.093 
.09? 
.Hi 
.12 
.12 
.13 
.15 
.16,V 
.18i 


Per  tan. 
$192.22 
194. 66 
197.09 
209. 25 
209. 25 
228. 72 
2.33.59 
238. 45 
277. 39 
311.45 
340. 65 
389.32 


linen  Prices  Phenomenal. 

In  comparison  with  tlie  results  of  1917.  all  former  linen  records 
were  insignificant.  The  matter  of  su}:)plying  the  trade  with  an 
adequate  quantity  of  fiber  was  an  important  achievement  in  the 
annals  of  the  textile  indu.stries.  The  linen  trade  showed  disquieting 
symptoms  when  an  announcement  was  made  of  a  marked  advance  in 
the  values  of  raw  material  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  and  war 
views  resulted  in  a  restraining  effect  at  all  centers.  Buyers  were 
exceedingly  slow  in  bcx-oming  CHDUvinced  of  the  fact  that  the  period 
of  danger  was  far  off. 

Forebodings  did  not,  however,  long  impede  the  course  of  the  linen 
trade.  Although  material  at  a  cost  greatly  below  the  height  it  finally 
reached  was  declared  to  be  impossible  of  purcha.se  and  it  was  con- 
tended hj  many  that  linen  goods  were  being  driven  out  of  existence, 
these  rumors  proved  to  be  untrue,  and  eventually  the  demand  for 
certain  goods  exceeded  the  supply,  while  an  ability  was  shown  on 
the  part  of  buyers  to  pay  prices  that  might  ha^e  been  considered 
dangerous  in  contrast  to  the  earlier  period  of  restraint.  Stead}^ 
purchasing  was  meanwiiile  rewaixled,  not  only  in  the  matter  of 
remuneration,  but  in  that  of  supply.  It  was  impossible  to  go  wrong, 
and  incentive  was  derived  fro^n  the  manner  in  VN-hicli  all  purchases 
i^pidly  advanced  in  value.  Phenomenal  ])rices  by  no  means  pre- 
vented producers  from  obtaining  all  the  orders  they  desired. 

Goods  of  a  war  character  were  everywhere  paramount,  but  irregu- 
larities could  scarcely  be  avoided.  Such  discrepancies  were  more 
iioticealde  iimong  manufacturei^i  than  among  si)inners.  The  linen 
trade  of  Fifesliire  failed,  it  is  claimed,  to  maintain  its  previous  high 
standard. 
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Government  Ownership  Favorable  to  Flax,  Tow,  and  Codilla. 

With  respect  to  flax,  tow,  and  codilla,  the  year  opened  with  some 
misgivings.  Fortunately  this  anxiety  proved  unfounded.  Govern- 
ment control  of  flax  was  extended  to  the  exclusion  of  individual 
interests.  This  action,  looked  upon  as  a  measure  of  unnecessary 
severity  at  the  time,  was  justified  long  before  the  end  of  the  year. 
Spinners  had  been  induced  to  place  open  orders  with  the  Government 
for  purchases  in  Russia,  although  such  orders  were  several  months 
in  advance  of  the  open-Avater  shipment  date. 

There  was  an  enormous  advance  in  ])rice  in  Russia,  such  as  spin- 
ners had  not  contemplated  when  induced  to  furnish  open  orders  for 
interior  purchases,  and  they  petitioned  the  Government  to  assume  the 
risk  of  market  fluctuations  by  bringing  the  flax  to  this  country  prior 
to  selling  it  to  consumers.  This  the  Government  agreed  to  do.  A 
Government  order  was  also  issued  in  February  providing  for  the 
canceling  of  balances  of  oj^en  orders  in  buyers'  option,  allotments 
held  to  January  31  being  regarded  as  completed  transactions. 
Buyers  in  many  cases  took  advantage  of  this  opportunity  to  modify 
their  open  orders,  which  procedure,  however,  they  later  had  cause  to 
regret.  Spinners  Avho  had  failed  to  accept  open  orders  were  at  a 
great  disadvantage  so  far  as  supplies  were  concerned. 

Heavy  Shipments  from  Russia  Relieve  the  Situation. 

In  March  all  unsold  stocks  of  flax  and  tow  which  had  arrived  or 
were  to  arrive  were  requisitioned,  except  those  already  under  license 
for  sale.  This  action  was,  generally  speaking,  the  outcome  of  a  large 
quantity  of  unsold  material  already  landed,  and  of  Russian  insistence 
upon  prices  far  above  what  the  Government  was  Vvilling  to  pay.  The 
receipt  of  unusually  large  shipments  in  the  month  of  July  dispelled 
all  anxiety  as  to  the  danger  of  serious  shortage.  Heavy  shipments 
continued  until  near  the  outbreak  of  the  Russian  revolution,  when 
vessels  began  to  arrive  with  only  part  cargoes.  This  tended  to  bring 
about  an  uneasy  feeling,  which  was  soon  allaj-ed,  however,  by  the 
receipt  of  especially  large  consignments — a  feature  of  the  trade  that 
showed  remarkable  business  sagacity  but  was  difficult  to  explain. 

There  was  by  no  means  an  abundant  supply  of  good  canvas  flax, 
the  quality  available  having  been  generally  of  a  soft  nature,  while 
there  was  a  scarcity  of  the  higher  grades,  and  too  much  tow  was  ex- 
tracted in  the  hackling  process.  The  supply  of  good  medium  varie- 
ties of  tow  was  exceptionally  small,  and  spinners  of  the  smaller  tow 
yarns  had  difficulty  in  securing  an  adequate  quantity  of  suitable 
gristing  material.  Owing  to  the  circumstances,  spinners  were  less 
critical.  They  were  fortunate  in  being  so  well  supplied  that  not  a 
machine  Avas  forced  to  stop  running  on  account  of  the  scarcity  of  raw 
material. 

Prices  did  not  present  the  fluctuations  of  ordinary  times  in 
regard  to  the  actual  cost  conceded  by  consumers.  The  Government 
averaged  their  results  over  February-April  and  May-July,  and  the 
values  of  the  latter  period  prevailed  to  the  end  of  the  year,  at  the 
close  of  which  measures  were  introduced  to  conserve  suj^i^lics. 

The  prices  of  the  year  under  the  average  system  may  be  demon- 
strated by  the  following  figures:  Bejetsky,  unassorted,  rose  from 
$G60.G1  per  ton  in  January  to  $G93.47  in  February-April,  and  to 
$693.47  in  May-December.     Livonian  Zins  were  $047.24  in  January, 


SUPPLEMENT   TO   COMMEECE   EEPOKTS. 


$T39.T0  in  Febnuny-April,  and  $715.37  in  May-December.  Novgo- 
rod 7/3  tow  was  $576.G7  in  January,  $G08.3i  in  February-AjDril, 
and  $608.31  in  May-December. 

Advance  in  Yarn  Prices  Maintained. 

Owing  to  the  stimulating  effects  of  raw^-material  prices  and  condi- 
tions, flax  and  tow  dry-spun  yarns  maintained  the  advance  begun 
in  August,  1913,  and  at  the  end  of  1917  yarn  was  salable  with  far 
greater  freedom  than  the  linen  trade  had  looked  for.  It  v>^as  true 
that  during  the  early  part  of  the  year  buyers  were,  generally  speak- 
ing, inclined  to  exercise  caution,  as  there  was  the  feeling  that  cir- 
cumstances might  arise  which  would  completely  change  the  condi- 
tions of  the  market.  Later  on,  however,  it  was  no  longer  a  question 
of  selling,  but  of  how  to  avoid  becoming  committed  for  all  the  yarns 
that  were  asked  for. 

Yarns  for  canvas,  tent  duck,  etc.,  were  in  demand.  Hose-pipe 
yarns  and  2]-pound  three-ply  for  sewing  purposes  became  increas- 
ingly important  factors.  Tow  wefts  so  freel,y  marked  by  speculative 
buying  were  found,  so  far  as  prices  were  concerned,  quite  out  of  the 
usual  i)roportion,  the  result  Avith  respect  to  3-pound  being  due  to 
raw-material  considerations.  There  was  a  rapid  clearance  of  yarns 
that  had  lain  in  warehouses,  in  some  cases,  for  several  years. 

For  3J-pound,  l-pound,  and  5-pound  tow  warp  and  weft  the 
demand  was  especially  urgent,  while  rapidly  advancing  prices  acted 
as  an  inducement  to  deferred  selling  and  to  limitation  of  quantities. 
There  were  even  periods  when  spinners,  if  they  had  cared  to  do  so, 
could  have  disposed  of  their  production  for  an  entire  year.  Since 
the  beginning  of  the  war,  the  relation  of  imports  to  exports  has  been 
reversed,  as  can  be  seen  from  the  following  table : 


Items. 

1912 

1913 

1914 

1915 

1916 

1917 

Imports 

Exports 

tens.. 

do.. 

16, 474 
7,248 

11,300 
6,744 

9,725 
5,307 

184 
2,632 

484 
3,949 

95 
',954 

Throughout  the  year  there  was  not  a  single  check  to  prices,  and 
long  after  they  had  reached  a  height  at  which  it  was  considered  fool- 
hardy for  buyers  to  operate,  the  advance  increased  in  rapidity,  and 
the  demand  became  more  insistent  than  ever.  The  opening  values 
of  the  year  were :  Three-pound  flax  warp,  $1.45 ;  i-pound  tow  warp, 
$1.29:  and  3-pound  tow  weft,  $1.03.  The  month  of  May  proved  the 
starting  point  of  the  advance  that  was  to  eclipse  all  previous  records. 
At  that  date  prices  were  $1.88  for  3-pound  line  warp;  $1.58  for 
4-pound  tow  warp ;  and  $1.33  for  3-pound  tow  weft.  The  end  of  the 
year  brought  $2.07  for  3-pound  flax  warp ;  $2.18  to  $2.31  for  4-pound 
tow  warp ;  and  $2.06  for  3-pound  tow"  weft. 

The  tendency  to  increase  the  use  of  cotton  qualities  for  wet-spun 
yarns  was  greatly  extended,  at  first  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  the  lat- 
ter class  of  yarns,  and,  subsequently,  to  a  largely  increased  demand 
for  union  fabrics.  The  price  of  wet-spun  varn  advanced  from  $3.52 
for  40-lea  line  weft  to  $6.44,  and  25-lea  tow  weft  from  $3.77  to  $6.56 
per  bundle. 

Raw-Jute  Market  Comparatively  Stationary. 

As  to  raw  jute,  quotations  Avere  lowest  during  the  first  few  months, 
although  prices  vvere  still  high  compared  with  the  average  main- 
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taincJ  (lurinn;  tlio  preceding  year.  Fluctuations  Trere  avoided  by  the 
control  exercised,  and  in  no  previous  period  Avas  there  less  reason  for 
anxiety  in  regard  to  unexpected  price  developments,  the  highest  and 
lowest' quotations  being  separated  by  the  smallest  margin  on  record. 

Carrying  into  the  year  stocks  that  were  previously  purchased  at 
marked  reduction  enabled  spinners  to  meet  the  situation,  although 
yarn  limits  during  the  early  part  of  the  year  were  not  in  favorable 
"contrast  to  current  raw-material  values.  There  was  a  reduction  in 
the  quantity  imported  for  the  season  191G-17,  the  total  receipts  being 
1,049,047  bales,  as  compared  with  1,207,653  bales  for  the  season  1915- 
1(5.  and  there  was  a  marked  scarcity  of  common  qualit}',  due  largely 
to  inflated  freight  rates. 

All  old  stocks  were  requisitioned  on  Fel)ruary  10,  the  Government 
paying  $200.82  First  Marks  and  Daisee  Middles,  $245.75  Diamonds, 
and  $191  Lightnings  and.  Mangos.  In  selling  out  to  consumers 
$9.73  per  ton  additional  was  charged.  Stocks  were  all  taken  over  by 
April  30,  and  this  reduced  the  activity  of  the  merchants  in  accord- 
ance with  the  remaining  quantities  of  unsold  jute  under  their  super- 
vision. Eventually  the  action  of  the  Government  provided  for  the 
purchase  of  jute  by  spinners  on  their  own  behalf  to  the  extent  of  50 
per  cent  in  quarterly  quantities,  the  remaining  50  per  cent  being 
furnished  by  the  Government  for  its  own  requirements,  and  the  total 
being  fixed  on  a  reduced  scale  based  on  the  results  of  1916. 

When  the  scheme  for  quarterly  i^urchases  was  instituted  early  in 
October,  shipjiers,  in  view  of  exchange,  etc..  found  it  dilTicult  to  fol- 
low a  course  that  could  overcome  all  the  obstacles  incidental  to  the 
execution  of  spinners'  private  orders — some,  indeed,  being  ready  to 
state  specific  terms,  but  others  being  afraid  of  the  possible  conse- 
quences. 
Prices  of  Jute  Throughout  1917. 

The  prices  of  jute  per  ton  c.  i.  f.  throughout  1917,  representing  cur- 
rent shipment  values  at  the  beginning  of  each  month,  are  given  below : 


Months. 


Orern  T) 
quaUty. 


First 

Marks. 


Daisee 
2. 


Ped      I    Blark 
sec,  B/C  sec,  B/C 
group.    I    group. 


January $2.S2. 25 


Febniary. 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September. 

October 

Kovcmber. 
December . 


291.99 
316. 32 
316.32 
316.32 
316.32 
326. 05 
326. 05 
326. 05 
330. 92 
340.  65 
340. 65 


$201 .  95 
206.  S2 
216.55 
216. 55 
216.55 
216.55 
216. 55 
216.  55 
216. 55 
21S.99 
214.12 
211.68 


S201 .  95 
206.  82 
216. 55 
216.  55 
216.55 
216. 55 
216. 55 
216.55 
216.  55 
216. 55 
211. 6S 
20J.  25 


$1R9.  79 
192. 22 
200.  73 
200.  73 
200.  73 
200.  73 
200.  73 
200.  73 
200.7! 
211. 6S 
204.39 
199. 52 


$177.62 
ISO.  08 
1H9. 79 
189. 79 
189.79 
189.79 
189.79 
189. 79 
189.79 
204.39 
197.  OJ 
192.22 


Sensational  Movement  of  Jute  Fabrics. 

The  rapid  movement  of  the  jute  fabrics  during  the  last  part  of 
the  year  was  in  distinct  contrast  to  the  conditions  prevailing  during 
the  first  months,  and  the  high  ]3ricc  periods  in  the  past  were  over- 
shadowed by  tlie  results  of  1917.  The  year  Avas  full  of  amazing 
episodes  unlike  anything  in  the  previous  history  of  the  jute  industry. 

From  the  early  stages  of  the  war,  the  trade  had  fixed  upon  12  cents 
as  a  probable  figure  to  be  attained  lor  10^ -ounce,  40-inch  hessian 
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cloth.  After  some  three  years,  it  still  was  not  in  sight,  and  even  then 
the  figure  was  considered  the  limit  of  achievement.  The  course  of  the 
whole  market  had  heen  that  of  the  usual  fractional  advance  until  the 
price  was  within  reach  of  the  highest  anticipated  point.  The  begin- 
ning of  a  movement  greater  than  any  previous  one  during  the  crisis 
took  place  in  the  middle  of  the  year  when  prices  suddenly  ad- 
vanced beyond  12  cents,  continuing  their  unchecked  career  until 
they  were  brought  to  a  stop  at  20  cents  only  in  November,  and  then 
by  the  intervention  of  the  Government.  As  the  uncertainty  at  the 
beginning  of  the  war  had  caused  the  price  to  shrink  to  i^  cents, 
these  two  prices  form  the  outstanding  contrast  of  the  three  Avar  years. 

Hessians  in  Higli  Favor. 

Practically  all  twill  looms  were  taken  over  in  March,  and  as  a  re- 
sult a  rapid  advance  in  prices  took  place.  The  subsequent  prohibi- 
tion of  all  exports  of  cloth  from  Calcutta  to  the  United  Kingdom 
gave  further  impetus,  and  hessian  cloth  was  also  benefited.  Narrow 
twills  were  in  clemand,  and  repeated  requisitioning  of  both  heavy 
goods  and  hessians  created  a  situation  in  the  autumn  that  left  little 
to  be  hoped  for.  The  rates  for  hessian  cloth  Avere  far  in  excess  of 
prices  for  yarn,  while  the  precarious  future  of  raw  jute  .shipment 
added  to  the  already  high  price. 

While  buo3^ancy  marked  the  prices  of  linoleum  hessians  carried 
from  the  preceding  year,  there  was  a  marked  decline  during  the  lust 
half  of  the  year.  The  demand,  however,  for  double- width  patent 
selvedge  cloth  furnished  the  looms  Avith  employraent,  and  relieved 
a  situation  that  might  otherAvise  have  become  serious  to  the  manu- 
facturers. 

The  lowest  price  of  the  whole  year  for  10|-ounce,  40-inch  hessian 
fabric  Avas  10^  cents  per  .yard,  and  the  highest  20  cents.  The  extreme 
points  in  8-ounce,  40-inch  Avere  8:1-  cents  and  10^  cents  per  yard.  The 
Avhole  position  Avas  reA'olutionized  during  the  closing  stages.  Numer- 
ous restrictions  were  imposed,  and  there  Avas  an  unavoidable  pause 
betAveen  the  home-trade  price  limitation  order  and  the  fixing  of 
maximum  figures.  The  situation  Avas  amicably  arranged,  and  a  re- 
duction eifected  from  20  cents  to  15i  cents  per  yard  for  lOJ-ounce, 
40-inch  hessian.  But  for  the  introduction  of  this  measure  the  value 
might  easily  have  attained  24  cents  per  yard,  a  figure  not  at  all  im- 
probable Avhen  the  maximum  price  request  suddenly  descended  upon 
the  market. 

Prices  of  Jute  Cloth  During  1917. 

The  folloAving  table  shoAvs  comparative  prices  of  jute  cloth 
during  1917: 


Jute  cloth. 

January. 

April. 

August. 

December. 

Hossians,  40-mch,  11-porter,  lOJ  ounces,  per  yard 

Cents. 
lOA 
9 

nj 

18 
14 

Cents. 

m 

91 
111 
18  J 
13 
14i 

Cents. 

m 

20 
1.5i 

m 

Cents. 
20 

17 

Floor  cloth,  74-inch,  10-porter,  10  oiuices,  basis  

18i 

Tai"pauliiig,  45-iacli,  li-portcr,  20  ounces,  per  yard 

29i 
23 

25 
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Shipbuilding  and  Marine- Engine  Construction. 

Shipbuilding'  and  marine-engine  construction  arc  carried  on  in 
Dundee  by  two  companies,  the  Caledon  Shipbuilding  &  Engineering 
Co.  (Ltd.)  and  the  Dundee  Shipbuilding  Co.  (Ltd.).  As  these  com- 
panies have  been  engaged  exclusively  in  work  for  the  British  Ad- 
miralty for  the  past  three  years,  no  data  arc  available  concerning 
the  extent  of  their  activities,  although  it  is  well  known  that,  as  a 
result  of  the  war,  they  have  been  greatly  increased. 

Owing  to  the  advantageous  situation  of  Dundee  as  a  shipbuilding 
center,  considerable  interest  has  been  shown  during  the  past  year  in 
certain  schemes  for  the  erection  of  new  shipyards,  and  for  the  ex- 
tension of  those  already  in  operation,  as  well  as  in  a  plan  for  the 
establishment  on  the  Tay  shore  of  a  plant  for  the  coniitruction  of 
concrete  vessels. 

The  most  important  extension  effected  in  1917  was  that  of  the 
Caledon  Shipping  Co.,  which  obtained  from  the  harbor  trustees  a  21- 
year  lease  for  ground  on  which  a  shipyard  is  being  built.  This  new 
plant  will  comprise  seven  building  berths,  Avhich  will  be  capable 
of  turning  out  much  larger  vessels  than  any  that  have  hitherto  been 
constructed  in  the  yards  of  Dundee.  The  largest  ship  built  up  to  the 
present  time  is  the  Liverpool  steamer  Troilus,  of  7,625  tons,  which 
was  launched  by  the  Caledon  Co.,  in  1016. 

Aberdeen  shipbuilding  firms  have  been  busily  engaged  on  the  con- 
struction of  trawlers.  Several  of  the  firms  in  that  locality  carried 
out  important  improvements,  and  in  some  cases  the  extension  of  their 
yards.  Messrs.  Alexander  Hall  &  Co.  extended  their  engine  and 
boiler  shops,  and  the  John  Dathie  Torry  Shipbuilding  Co.  leased  an 
area  of  4,856  square  yards  for  the  extension  of  their  works,  thereby 
permitting  the  addition  of  two  more  building  berths  on  their 
premises.  Messrs.  John  Lewis  &  Son,  formerly  marine  engineers 
only,  have  added  to  their  estblishment  a  new  shipyard,  which 
launched  several  vessels  before  the  end  of  the  year,  and  Messrs. 
James  Scott  &  Son  have  leased  ground  for  the  construction  of  con- 
crete barges. 

Port  Revenues  Decrease. 

From  statistics  issued  by  the  harbor  board  for  the  year  ended  May 
31,^1918,  the  date  at  which  these  statistics  are  annually  compiled,  it 
appears  that  a  considerable  decrease  in  the  revenues  of  the  port  of 
Dundee  was  registered,  the  figures  for  1916  being  $-129,980,  and  for 
1917,  $382,441,  showing  a  decrease  of  $47,536,  while  the  expenditure 
for  1916  was  $340.3S2,\ind  for  1917,  $408,727,  an  increase  of  $68,345. 
Of  this  amount  $40,781  was  due  to  increase  in  rates,  taxes,  and  loan 
expenses.  The  total  revenue  for  the  year,  including  the  Tay  ferries, 
was  $418^500. 

The  number  of  vesesls  that  entered  the  harbor  during  the  year  was 
1,485,  with  a  registered  tonnage  of  439,730.  For  the  preceding  year 
the  number  of  vessels  was  1,906,  Avith  a  registered  tonnage  of  540,826, 
while  the  tonnage  dues  were  $81,855  and  $99,598,  respectively.  ' 
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Statistics  of  Imports  and  Exports. 

The  following  table  sliows  the  quantities  of  merckandise  iuiported 
and  exported  during  the  years  1916  and  1917 : 


Articles. 


IMPORTS. 

Beer 

Bleach,  soda,  etc 

Cattle  food 

Cenieat 

CJotli,  bags,  yams,etc 

Coal 

Esparto 

riax 

Flour 

<.;roccries 

Hemp 

iron 

Jute 

■Mamu'e,  Ciiemlcal 

Oils 

Paper 

PhospJiatc 

•Potatoes 

ealt 

Sand 

fieed  for  crusliing 

Sugar 


1916 

1917 

Tons. 

Tons. 

2,057 

1,497 

6, 177 

3,249 

19,347 

13,531 

7,163 

6,476 

28,248 

19,147 

6,691 

4,311 

1,81a 

973 

15, 451 

25,953 

9,U7 

11, 066 

4,  lis 

1,610 

1,708 

3, 135 

1,454 

456 

253,141 

180, 532 

4,386 

8,123 

3,914 

2,407 

3,(il74 

1,908 

7,332 

2,388 

505 

18 

2,161 

1,715 

19, 191 

14,671 

12,865 

9,819 

9, 102 

213 

Articles. 


IMPORTS— continued. 


Timber 

Tow  and  cociilla. 

Waste 

Wheat 

Whisky 


Cloth,  bags,  and  yarn 

Coal  and  coke 

CoiTee 

■Confections  ajid  presei  vss. 

FlaK 

Grain 

Jute 

l^inoleum 

Macliiuery 

Paper 

Potatoes 

Waste 

Whisky 


1917 


Tons. 

«■  25, 143 

5,578 

448 

2,130 

11 


59,138 

105 

1,307 

1,631 

2,422 

3,825 

4,034 

2,034 

444 

3,063 

918 

3,071 

1,401 


G  Loads. 
Condition  of  Friiit-Preserviag'  Industries, 

The  fruit-preserving  industries  have  been  almost  entirely  requi- 
sitioned by  the  Go\ernnicnt.  Although  they  have  been  seriously 
handicapi^ed  by  the  difficulty  in  obtaining  foreign  fruits  used  in 
the  manufacture  of  marmalade  and  jam,  the  fact  that  women  w^orkere 
have  always  been  employed  to  a  large  extent  leaves  the  labor  situa- 
tion practically  unchanged,  while,  at  tli£  same  time,  the  enormous 
Go^'ernment  demands  have  much  more  than  covered  the  losses  that 
would  have  been  occasioned  through  the  cutting  off  of  foreign 
markets  by  export  restrictions. 

An  important  innovation  in  connection  wdth  tlie  jam  industrj^  has 
been  the  use  of  cardboard  containers.  The  use  of  these  paper  cases, 
made  necessary  by  the  effect  of  war  conditions  on  the  glass  and 
pottery  industries,  bids  fair  to  become  permanent,  as  it  is  claimed 
that  their  compulsory  use  has  demonstrated  the  fact  that  they  can 
be  employed  to  greater  advantage,  both  to  the  consumer  and  manu- 
facturer, than  the  jars  hitherto  used. 

Nearly  all  the  leading  fruit-preserving  and  jam-making  establish- 
ments in  this  locality  are  also  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  confec- 
tionery products,  but  this  branch  of  the  industry  has  been  seriously 
hampered  by  the  sugar  restriction  and  the  difficulties  of  importing 
certain  raw-  materials  from  the  tropical  regions. 

Declared  Exports  to  the  "United  States, 

The  following  table  sets  forth  the  quantities  and  values  of  the 
declared  exports  to  the  United  States  from  the  consular  district  of 
Dundee  for  the  years  ended  December  31,  191G  and  1917 : 


SCOT'LAIsrD — DUNDEE, 


Exports. 

1916 

1917 

Exports. 

1916 

1917 

Asphalt  and  bitumen,  man- 

$22,138 

7,060 
89,244 
11,814 
91,827 
57,306 

266,700 

99, 445 

7,737,222 
7,114 

1, 620, 122 

407,459 

415, 127 

093,744 

122, 290 

427, 213 

$18,785 

137 
27,611 
47,625 

Fibers  and  manufactures  of — 
Continued. 
Yam- 
Flax 

$460,522 
80,208 
51,750 
86,336 
33,265 
15,308 

30,851 

14,472 

3,878 

147,898 

342,515 
9,672 

16,442 
70,'034 

Cotton  manufactures: 
Cloth- 

■5492,721 

Jute 

■86, 031 

Bleached  

Fruits  preserved  in  sugar 

Pur  skins 

Glassware 

Dyed 

94, 299 

31,548 

Other 

242,498 
177,718 

94,286 

10,366,325 
12,853 

1,493,392 

517, 531 

305,907 

541,615 

1,012 

391,592 

Iron  and  steel  manufactures. 
Leather: 

Fancy 

6,489 

Fibers  and  manulactures  of: 

Bagging  for  cotton 

Burlap- 

2,827 

Skins  for  morocoo i 

2,279 
3, 1.32 

Paper  stock,  crude 

67, 308 

Single    jut«    yams, 

Spirits,  wines,  etc.,  manu- 
factured from  graiu  wliisky 

Wood,  manufactures  of 

Wool:  Cloth,   wholly  or  in 
chief  value  of  wool'. 

347,537 

Carpets..               ..  .  . 

5,459 

Fabrics,    plain    woven,  . 
fla-x,  etc 

FlaK- 

All  other  articles 

10,934 

Woven  articles 

Total 

13,449,976 

15,369,584 

di-essed  line 

Not  hackled  or 
dressed 

Jute— 

Kaw 

Manufactures    of: 
Woven  articles 

Bag.s  made  of  jute  and  valued  at  $52,698  were  shipped  to  Porto 
Eico  in  1917. 

As  seen  from  the  foregoing  tables,  the  decline  in  the  total  volume 
of  exports  to  the  United  States  continued  duriiig  1917,  many  articles 
extensively  exported  during  pre-war  days  ha^'ing  disappeared  from 
the  list.  On  the  other  hand,  owing  to  the  increased  costs  of  certain 
classes  of  goods,  the  total  value  of  exports  to  the  United  States  regis- 
tered an  increase  of  $1,919,558  for  1917  as  compai-ed  with  1916, 
Extension  of  American  Trade  Uncertain. 

Under  existing  conditions  little  or  nothing  can  be  accomplished  in 
the  matter  of  extending  American  trade.  The  shipping  difficulties 
and  the  many  governmental  restrictions  virtually  suspend  all  ex- 
change of  commodities  with  foreign  countries,  except  such  as  assist 
directly  or  indirectly  in  carrying  on  the  war.  It  is  also  difficult  to 
make  adequate  preparation  for  after-war  trade  at  the  present  time 
because  the  course  of  the  world's  trade  must  be  vitally  affected  by 
the  situation  arising  from  the  termination  of  hostilities,  and  many 
believe  that  measures  dealing  with  the  problem  as  it  stands  would 
prove  more  or  less  futile.  Should  the  return  of  i>et\oe  bring  about 
conditions  similar  to  those  prevailing  before  t!ie  war,  this  district 
might  be  said  to  offer  advantages  for  the  extension  of  United  States 
trade.  American  manufactured  goods  are  already  in  evidence  in 
most  of  the  retail  stores  of  this  district,  and  they  appear  to  be  fairly 
popular  with  the  public.  It  would  seem,  however,  from  evidence 
gleaned  through  inter\dews  with  certain  retail  dealers  Avho  handled 
these  wares  in  pre-war  days,  that  there  will  be  strong  probabilty  of 
American  exporters  being  called  upon  to  meet  active  competition  on 
the  part  of  Japan. 

Building   Trade   Activities. 

According  to  the  annual  statement  issued  by  the  municij^al  buikl- 
ing  department,  activity  in  the  building  trade  of  Dundee  lias  come 
almost  to  a  standstill,  owing  mainly  to  the  scarcity  of  labor  and  the 
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high  price  of  all  kinds  of  building  material.  The  report  states  that 
the  number  of  contracts  entered  into  by  the  town  council  (works  de- 
partment) during  the  year  1917  was  18,  and  the  expenditures  under 
these  amounted  to  $5,357,  of  which  $l,i288  was  chargeable  to  capital, 
$819  to  city  hall,  and  $3,250  to  revenue.  During  the  past  year  the 
council  approved  of  plans  and  sections  of  43  new  buildings,  and  the 
expenditure  represented  by  these  amounted  to  about  $107,0G3  (being 
approximately  one-eighth  of  pre-war  expenditure),  as  compared  with 
$:201,393  for  the  year  1916.  At  the  Esplanade  extension — a  reclaimed 
area  on  the  north  bank  of  the  river  in  the  western  part  of  the  city — ■ 
10,928  cartloads  and  1,574  wagonloads  of  debris  were  deposited, 
representing  a  revenue  of  $5,107  and  a  total  area  embanked  ancl 
leveled  of  29  acres  or  thereabouts.  The  number  and  value  of  con- 
tract works  and  new  buildings  during  the  six-vear  period  1912  to 
1917  increased  from  $709.015 ^in  1913  to  $1,228,348  in  1915,  but  de- 
creased to  $243,523  in  1916  and  $110,883  in  1917. 

ABERDEEN   AGENCY. 

By  Consular  Agent  George  M.  Wells. 

Aberdeen  enjoyed  a  period  of  exceeding  prosperity  during  the 
year  1917.  Employment  was  plentiful  at  good  wages,  reaching  in 
the  case  of  some  workmen  $5  above  the  pre-war  rates.  The  liberal 
circulation  of  money  was  particularly  noticeable  around  Christmas 
and  the  New  Year,  when  dealers  in  fancy  goods  reported  record  turn- 
overs. As  Aberdeen  depends  principally  on  two  industries — fishing 
and  the  granite  trade — which  have  both  been  affected  to  a  consider- 
able extent  by  the  war.  the  present  prosperity  in  other  directions 
might  bo  described  as  the  temporary  result  of  industrial  and  com- 
mercial a<^tivity  engendered  by  the  war.  The  fishing  industry  is 
handicapped  by  the  demands  made  by  the  Admiralty  on  the  trawler 
fleets  for  war  purposes,  with  the  result  that  the  number  of  vessels 
operating  from  this  port  is  greatly  reduced,  and  the  supplies  of  fish 
being  landed  are  small  compared  with  pre-war  years.  On  the  other 
hand,  prices  have  ruled  high  and  those  engaged  in  the  industry  find 
it  quite  remunerative  notwithstanding  the  difficulties.  The  crews 
work  on  the  principle  of  a  share  in  the  profits,  and  in  several  in- 
stances it  is  known  that  the  trawl  skippers  are  drawing  incomes  at 
the  rate  of  $10,000  per  annum. 
Activity  in  Shipbuilding  and  Engineering  Trades. 

During  the  year  1917  the  shipbuilding  and  engineering  industries 
in  Aberdeen  have  been  kept  fully  employed  on  Avar  work,  many 
details  of  which  can  not  be  recorded.  Most  of  the  firms  have  made 
large  additions  to  their  premises  and  plants.  The  shipyards  have 
been  busy  in  the  endeavor  to  assist  in  making  good  the  losses  caused 
by  enemy  action,  and  in  this  connection  a  new  industry,  the  building 
of  concrete  barges,  has  been  established  within  the  last  few  months 
by  a  local  firm  of  plasterers  and  cement  workers,  and  a  large  air- 
plane factor}'  is  in  the  course  of  erection.  During  the  year  a  new 
shipyard  has  been  completed  on  the  south  side  of  the  River  Dee,  and 
vessels  have  been  built  in  and  launched  from  it. 
Valne  of  Fish  Increases  as  Supply  Decreases. 

Owing  to  the  increasing  number  of  fishing  vessels  being  utilized 
by  the  Government,  the  supplies  of  white  fish  landed  at  Aberdeen 
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during  the  past  year  were  considerably  diminished.  The  total  catch 
for  the  season  amounted  to  372,000  hundredweight,  and  the  value  to 
$4,425,000. 

The  increased  price  of  fish  compensated  in  great  measu;re  the  vessel 
owners  and  fishermen,  but  the  fish  merchants  and  curers  suffered 
from  lack  of  supplies.  An  impetus  was  given  to  the  trade  by  an 
increased  fleet  of  motor  fishing  boats  which  were  able  to  operate  in 
shallow  water  with  small  trawl  gear.  These  boats  would  have  added 
greatly  to  the  national  food  supjily  had  they  been  allowed  to  fish  in 
territorial  waters.  A  considerable  quantity  of  wet-salted  fish  was 
imported  and  dried  for  the  home  markets.  According  to  a  rej^ort 
received  from  the  Fishery  Board  for  Scotland,  the  following  quan- 
tities of  herring  (embracing  practically  the  whole  of  the  summer 
fishing)  were  landed  and  cured  from  April  1  to  September  15 : 


Loc-ality. 


All  Scotland,  excf  pt  Firth  of  Clyde 
Scottish  coast  south  of  Aberdeen. . . 

Aberdeen 

Peterhead 

Fraserburgh 

Shetland 

Stornoway 

Mallaig  and  Oban 


Landed. 


p  Crans. 

368, 758 

15,934 

&16 

47, 551 

121,631 
24,159 
10, 975 
32, 319 


Cured, 

gutted. 


Barrels. 

91,. 175 

560 


10,974 
46, 704 
21,. 532 
6,713 
114 


Pickled, 

ungutted. 


Barrels. 
6, 444 


26 
5.459 

863 
53 


Kip- 
pered, etc. 


«  Crans. 

87,913 

10, 892 

184 

27,241 

26,711 

5,387 

5,021 

■  7,104 


a  1  cran=45  gallons. 

Fishing  in  the  months  of  January,  February,  and  March  at 
Stornoway  was  fairly  productive,  and  of  the  total  quantity  landed 
about  85,000  barrels  were  cured.  A  part  was  released  for  shipment 
to  Archangel,  and  recently  a  further  quantity  of  about  15,500  barrels 
was  released  for  shipment  to  America. 

The  curing  industry  was  adversely  affected  during  the  year  by 
the  restrictions  of  exports  and  the  unrennmerative  prices  fixed  by  the 
Ministry  of  Food.  The  home  markets  absorbed  a  larger  quantity  of 
cured  herrings  than  in  any  previous  year. 

Government  Contracts  Stimulate  the  Boot  and  Shoe  and  the  Textile  Industry. 

Trade  during  the  past  year  in  local  boot  and  shoe  factories  was 
exceptionally  good.  Government  requisitions  were  on  a  much  larger 
scale  than  during  tlie  previous  year.  To  meet  them  large  extensions 
to  buildings  and  plants  were  made,  and  a  50  per  cent  increase  in  out- 
put resulted.  The  War  OfKce  requisitions  included  British  Army 
ankle  boots,  field  service  mounted  boots,  and,  in  the  earlier  part  of  the 
year,  Russian  ankle  boots.  Large  quantities  of  sea  boots  for  the 
patrol  services  of  the  navy  were  also  made.  There  were  many  rumors 
of  requisitions  for  the  Government  war-time  boot,  and  although  those 
have  not  yet  come  to  hand,  it  is  expected  that  instructions  to  proceed 
with  the  qualities  particularly  suited  to  the  requirements  of  Scottish 
trade  may  be  received  at  any  time. 

All  cla.sses  of  leather  were  strictly  controlled  by  the  War  Office, 
and  there  is  every  indication  that  within  a  short  time  manufacturers 
in  all  parts  of  the  country  will  be  restricted  to  the  two  clas.ses  of 
Government  work — namely,  regular  naval  and  army  boots  and  war- 
time boots.  This  will  have  the  effect  of  keeping  the  retail  price  of 
footwear  for  the  civilian  population  within  reasonable  bounds. 
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The  firms  onjjaged  in  tho  textile  trade  in  Aberdeen  -were  extremely 
busy  during  19i7,  as  they  were  nearly  all  engaged  on  "work  for  the 
(jovernnient  in  connection  with  the  war.  The  scarcity  of  yarns 
and  other  raw  materials  was,  of  course,  felt  in  this  as  in  other 
industries. 
Timber,  Paper,  and  Motor  Trades  Restricted. 

No  foreign  timber  was  imported  last  year  either  from  the  Baltic 
or  the  White  Sea  and  only  a  small  quantity  from  the  United  States. 
The  price  of  all  foreign  timber  was  controlled  and  the  Aberdeen 
timber  merchants  bouglit  chiefly  home  wood.  The  principal  trade 
was  a  result  of  shipbuilding,  ship  repairing,  engineering,  and  muni- 
tion work.  The  home  building  was  practically  at  a  standstill,  owing 
to  the  difficulties  in  obtaining  building  permits,  material,  and  labor. 

During  the  past  year  leading  paper  firms  were  able  to  run  their 
works  Avith  fair  regularity,  notwithstanding  considerable  difficulties 
in  obtaining  the  ne:'essary  supplies  of  raw  materials,  chemicals,  etc. 

Owing  to  the  restrictions  in  the  supply  of  petrol  and  the  difficulty 
in  obtaining  permits  for  the  supply  of  new  cars,  the  motor  trade  was 
curtailed.  Some  manufacturers  built  motor  and  field  ambulances 
and  motor  tractors,  of  which  a  considerable  number  were  required 
during  the  past  year,  but  most  of  the  firms  were  engaged  in  munition 
work. 

Decrease  in  Both  Exports  and  Imports. 

At  Aberdeen  in  the  j'ear  191G,  046,370  tons  of  goods  were  imported 
and  116,295  tons  exported,  as  compared  w^ith  355,386  tons  iuiported 
and  90.344  tons  exported  during  1917,  showing  a  decrease  of  290,990 
tons  of  imports  and  a  decrease  of  25,951  tons  of  exports.  The  total 
tonnage  of  imports  a]id  exports  handled  at  Aberdeen  during  1917 
was  the  smallest  for  the  past  24  years.  (Admiralty  goods  are  not 
included  in  this  summary.) 

The  following  statement,  taken  from  the  Aberdeen  harbor  returns, 
shows  the  quantities  of  the  principal  sea-borne  goods  imj)ortecI  and 
exported  during  1916  and  1917 : 


Articles. 


rMPORTS. 

-Mp.  beer,  and  porter barrels.. 

Barley  or  bere tons. . 

Cement do 

Coals: 

English do 

Scotcb do.... 

Cotton  seed do 

Ks^arto  grass do 

Flax,  hemp,  and  jute do — 

Flour do — 

OranJte do — 

Iron:  Rar,  bolt,  and  pig... do 

I.inse^d  and  rapeseed do — 

Live   to  Ic: 

Caaie number. . 

PiKS do 

Sheep,    lambs,    and    goats, 

number 

Maize tons. . 

Manures,  manufactured. .  .do 

Oil  cake  and  meal do 

riiosphates,  mineral do — 

Salr:   Rock,    white,  and  kainit 

tons 

Sugar tons . . 

Tin  plates do — 

Wood  pulp do — 

Miscellaneous  goods do — 


1917 


16,47.5 

11.. 5,54 

7,197 

1.294 

10,871 

8,487 

17,618 

186,956 

2,819 

446 

4,426 

3,396 

10. 21.S 

2,311 

7,  .598 

7, 153 

18,  .390 

8,704 

.5,029 

672 

4, 726 

3.291 

9,553 

6,110 

4, 406 

3,114 

400 

212 

20.444 

21,649 

3,504 

224 

2,174 

713 

5,489 

3,349 

5,  ISS 

4,648 

6,01.8 

2,665 

2. 751 

383 

3.345 

186 

25,726 

8.021 

43,008 

30,625 

.Articles. 


EXPORTS. 

Barley,   pot,   hulled,   or  pearl, 

tons 

Candles tons . 

Uerrin;;,  salted barrels. 

Live  stock: 

Cattle number. 

Pigs do 

Sheep,    lambs,    and    goats, 

number 

Manure,  manulactured tons. 

Oat  husks  and  husk  meal .  .do 

Oatmeal do 

Oats do  — 

Oil  cake do — 

Oils do... 

Paper  and  paper  boxes do — 

Preserved  provisions do 

Stones: 

Carriage  way do 

Granite— 

Polished do — 

Waste  slabs do 

Curb,  paving,  and  building, 
tons 

Road  metal tons. 

Rubble  and  chips do... 

Miscellaneous  goods do — 


1,745 

1.793 

3,008 

2,258 

4,231 

3,964 

1,.3.31 

1,4.52 

2,324 

457 

21.232 

3.703 

2.705 

1,991 

3.381 

2,359 

7. 465 

5.242 

16., 823 

6.801 

1.263 

800 

2.330 

1.415 

13.144 

7,827 

7,143 

7,769 

3,834 

3,421 

6,  .368 

3,743 

171 

137 

1,027 

398 

88 

22 

309 

18 

29,169 

32,717 

1917 
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Declared  Exports  to  United  States. 

The  following  table  shows  a  comparative  summary  of  the  goods 
invoiced  at  this  consular  agency  for  exportation  to  the  United 
States  in  1916  and  1917,  indicating  a  decrease  of  $439,000 : 


Articles. 


Cod  liver  oil 

Combs 

Enamel  paints 

Fox  skins,  blue  and  white 
Fish: 

Herring — 

Barreled 

Tinned 

Mackerel,  tinned 

Sprats,  pickled 

Fishing  flies 

Granite,  manufactured. . . 
Hides: 

Deer 

Horse 

Horn,  articles  of 

Household  effects 


255, 

68, 

3, 
0 

i' 

:i, 
1, 

lOU, 


13 

1917 

348 

a,  581 

(ai 

2.801 

950 

789 

8(34 

.514 

671 



2S7 

142 

eel  i 

426 

122 

474 

12,945 

'   1 

741- 

],f35 

209 

?,415 

409 

280 

im 

i 

Articles. 


Iron  sand 

Patinol 

Paper: 

Blotting 

Writing 

Woolens: 

Knitted  goods 

Fancy  woven  tweeds . . 

Plain  woven  tweeds... 

Gloves 

Traveling  rugs 

Reversible  shawls 

Whisky 

Yarns,  bleached,  ilax,  tow. 
All  other  articles 


Total 862, 095 


S6, 460 


2,760 

12,845 
18,186 
64,354 
882 
17,052 


95,485 

131,161 

1,73:) 


55,786 
£99 

274 
-^64 

1,460 
10,512 
64,775 


5,258 

255 

101,145 

:06, 3.38 


423,095 
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